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The Chuan Malt Whisky Distillery
2| EFE =AM

@EEI
B oo
B

fm B E
ZERMER
AT
ESE ¥

= L]
BEEED,

A0t ERIE / 20ERE SRR

1B ETE Utszy Jain FREIH ELIE SRS Josh Murphy
Fergus Davis Alexandra Heijink 2 &= Yota Takaira
‘TERE Micolas Fardet &89 Lili Cheng P 3- HEEH
FEES

FREE
ot
chig)

NIRRT L - REER L - IRET
1+ REEAE - BRHEEE L - R 0 - EEE - B
EE - - E2Esn&E- i \BSE - AOEmE -
A5 - R

2803 1

2cel

Deslgners | MerigHu Design and Research Office /Lyndon Meri, Rossana Hu
Participant] MNellie Yang, Utsawv Jain, Siya Shen, Feng Wang, Suo Feng,
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Photographer | ChenHao
Caegory | Whisky Distille ny
Location | Chinz
Materlals | Exposed concrete structures, Wood-form concrete, Shissled
concrene, Gast-in-place swone +cement walls, Agaregas concrets,
Concree bricks, Glazing, Clay oof tles, Sopper, Black metal, Elm
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Project year | 2021
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Lyndon Neri, Rossana Hu
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Lyndon Meri and Roszana Hu are the
founding partners of MerisHu Design
and Reseamh O ffice. whether through
objscts of intimate daily use or vessels
of Inhabitation, they seck an approach
to design that draws fram multiple
disciplines to provide sxperiences that
enrich contemporary |ife while still
keeping 2 oritoal linkage o a collsctive
histon.

Alonaside their design prastice,
Lynoon and Rossana have been deeply
committed 1o architectural education
and have lectured across the globe in
various universities and professional
forums. Together they wers appainted
25 the John G. Portman Design Critic in
Architecture at the Harvard Graduate
School of Design in 2018, and received
the diztinguizhed Morman R, Foster
wisiting P rofezsor G hair at vale School
of Architecture in 2018 They have
previously taught at the University of
Hong kKong Faculty of Architecture, They
co-authored and edited Persistence of
wision: Shanghai Arshitests in Dizlogus,
published by MCGM Creations in 2007,
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1. Site plan wia bird-eye’s wiew, 2.
Left sicle: tourst center, right side:
Digtillery factory. The two areas are
cifferent building types
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3. Plan, restaurant building. 4.5. Dining area sumrcunds the main building. Outdoor yard has great views. 8. Prodludt line building sits on the site by
following the topographical lines with & smoath profis. 7.8. Clay tiles recycled from the Yu-Mei Mountain sres cover the roof of the main building. 2
Welcome hall, surounded by exposed concrete and natural stones. 10. Site section. 11. Main section drawing, factory building.
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For over a thousand years Mount Emei has persisted as one of the most deeply spiritval places in China and was named
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1296. The revered ground upen which our site gitz has a rich history itzelf — through the
centuries, this land was once an impressive monastery, the site of several historic battles, and a stopping point along many
pilgrimage and trade routes. While any built remnants of the past no longer remain on site, it very emptnese iz powerfully
suggestive of all of ite fabled memories. Three years ago, MNeri&Hu won the design competition and took up the challenge of
designing a distillery and home for Pernod Ricard's firet whisky in China, an opportunity to create a timsless architecture that
speaks to the core values of a visionary new brand as well as the material and cultural heritage it agpires to sustain

Surrounded on three gides by a winding creek, and with the majestic Emei peak as a backdrop, the =ite for this project is an
exemplification of the Chineze notion of the duality of natural elements which make up the world we live in. Shan-shui literally
means ‘mountain-water ' While shan represents etrength and permansence, shui represents fluidity and transformation; they
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12 Tourist center is inserted under the ground level and receives natural light by & round shaped opening. 13. Large natural rocks are used to build a
golidd stone wall. 14. .4 passage leading towards the underground wine-tasting chamiber. 15, Water landscaps ie & main wisual focus
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168.17. VIP wincktasting chamber. 18. Skstch by Lyndon Neti. 18. Sits plan. 20. Plan, Welcoms building. 21. Dormed building and surounding views.
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are two opposing vet complementary forces. In the epirit of thiz philosophy,
the position of the proposal is to conceive a gesture whose very strength
lies in its humbleness and simplicity, by ite profound respect for nature
This paradigm iz algo manifested in the shan shui paintng, one of the
three genres of raditional Chinese painting, in which the integraion of two
slements leads to another dimension of the picturesque. The architecture
iteelf manifests this balanced duality in many ways, with the industrial
buildings as a modern interpretation of vernacular Chinese architecture, and
the visitor buildings ag elemental geometies grounded in the terrain.

Three long buildings housing the whisky production facilities are situated
at the north side of the site, parallel in formation, they are tucked into the
natural gentle slope of the land with gradually descending rooflines. In an
interpretation of vernacular architecture, reclaimed clay tles give a humble
texture to the pitched roofe that restupon a modern concrete post-and-beam
structure. The infill of rock walls is made from the very boulders extracted
from the ground during site leveling, so that the cycle of destructon and
recreation may contnue in permanent evolution.

In contrast to the vernacular roots of the industrial buildings, the two visitor
experience buildings are built upon fundamental geometries. the circle
and the square, which in Chinese philosophy represent heaven and earth,
regpectvely. The round tasting experience building is partially submerged
in the ground, with five subterranean tastng rooms surrounding a domed
courtyard that contains a cascading water feature in the middle. The upper
part of the dome reveals izelf out of the ground slightly; with three concentric
brick rings perched atop, it subtly mirrore the silhouette of Mount Emei
This sculptural landform becomes an iconic presence that can be seen
from every part of site, and meanwhile, actz as a culminating destination
from which visitors can enjoy a full pancramic vista. The gquare restaurant
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and bar building is located further down the topography, cantlevered on two
sides with one corner hovering over the river bank. While the dining space iz
organized along the building’s perimeter for open wviews, at the core an open-
air courtyard iz oriented to frame the Emei peak as a borrowed scene

Besides a deesp appreciation for the site’s natural rezources, the projectis also
an embodiment of the refined sense of artistry embedded in whisky-making
and blending, which is in dialogue with tradiional Chinese craftamanship and
knowledge of materiale. A variety of concrete, cement and stone mixtures form
the base material palette, finding rezonance in the srong mineral presence
of the site. Accent materials are drawn from those used in whisky craft, such

as the copper distillation potz to the aged cak casks. Throughout the project
Meri&Hu tries to embody the Chinese conceptof the dichotomy of two elements
that exist in opposition yet complement each other, and to strike a harmonious
balance between architecture and landscape, between industry and visitor
experience, between mountain and water.
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1. Brick layered buildings under earth in a concentric
shape. 2. Glay tiles, recyoled from historical Mount Emei
wers Used in the new buildings. 2. Oak barrsls and

copper wers used for the fumishing finishes
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1. The Shuan Mah Whisky is the first whisky distilleny in China. The design provices
a periect link to the local landscape and cultural significance. 2. The anciert Chiness
cosmology of dualism is the basis of the main concept of the design. 3. Functional layout
divides the whole 1ot into several zones — weloome certer, wine-tasting, product line, and
restaurant and bar, 4. Art and culture is intmodused as flavor of a very functional distillery

tactory.




